
1 | P a g e

STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

   10th March 2015

Meeting commenced: 4.00 pm
Meeting ended: 5.10 pm

 

PRESENT: Councillor Brendan Ryan (Committee D) - in the Chair

Committee A: Alex Klein
Jeremy Michelson
Isobel Phillips

Committee B:           Reverend Kim Wasey
Reverend Daniel Burton 

Committee C: Anne Broomhead

Committee D: Councillor A Brocklehurst
Councillor G Compton
Councillor D Antrobus

David Milne – Humanist

Officers: Steve Illingworth - SACRE Advisor
Elizabeth Jones - Senior Management Support Officer  

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and introductions were made.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Wilson, Councillor 
Mullen and Mrs P Wilson.

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21ST OCTOBER 2014 AND MATTERS 
ARISING

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 21st October were agreed as a true and 
correct record apart from missing apologies from Anne Broomhead. 

Matters Arising

5) Membership of SACRE
David Milne commented on an issue he raised at the last meeting; inviting 
representative from the Eccles Mosque to these meetings.
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9) Any Other Business
At the last meeting an issues was raised in regards to the parents’ right to withdraw 
their child from Religious Education and asked for clarification in relation to the 
action taken by a particular school.

Steve Illingworth reported that he has visited the school; St Luke’s, and spoke with 
the Headteacher, the Chair of Governors and the Religious Education co-ordinator 
and offered guidance, he has explained to them that legally the parents have the 
right to withdraw their child from Religious Education.

Steve Illingworth reported that he has also visited another school; Riverview, who 
contacted him for advice in regards to assemblies and withdrawal.

RESOLVED: THAT (1) the minutes of the meeting held 21st October were agreed as 
a true and correct record subject to the addition of Anne Broomhead’s apologies.

RESOLVED: THAT (2) Steve Illingworth will follow up with the two schools and see if 
any impact occurred.

4. PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHER REPS UPDATE

Steve Illingworth reported that three teachers have expressed an interest in 
becoming teacher representatives; two primary school teachers and one secondary 
school teacher. The teachers are to represent an association but one association 
has asked that we go through a long process; hopefully they will be in attendance by 
the next meeting.

During the ongoing discussion the following points were raised:-
 The teachers have to represent an association as they are speaking on behalf 

of all teachers.
 Concerns were raised that this meeting is short of religious representatives 

and this had been ongoing for some time. It would be good to have 
representatives from all of the major faiths.

In conclusion members agreed that Alex Klein and Reverend Daniel Burton could 
approach people through their other meetings to see if they would like to join.

RESOLVED: THAT work in relation to membership is ongoing.

5. PLANS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 2016 RE SYLLABUS

Steve Illingworth provided a proposal for the creation of a new Religious Education 
syllabus for Salford in 2016. He explained that this proposal had already been 
emailed out to all members in November but this copy has amended proposed 
dates, he highlighted the following:-

 The SACRE budget was £1600 and this was felt was not enough to fund the 
creation of a new syllabus.

 Every five years the syllabus and cost implications are reviewed.
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 An additional £3,300 was requested from the budget holder Cathy Starbuck, 
this additional money would be spent on the work undertaken setting the new 
syllabus.

 Cathy Starbuck asked if this work could be carried out using the existing 
budget, and was advised that this would not be possible.

 About £1000 is normally spent on the Holocaust Memorial event but this year 
it was only £150; this was due mainly to The Albion High School providing a 
free venue, refreshments and audio equipment and support.

 It was agreed that part of the syllabus work would be brought into this 
financial year (2014/2015) and we would use the remaining £900 from the 
budget.

 26th March 2015 will be the first Working Party meeting then at the June 
SACRE meeting the proposals will be reviewed.

 The teachers involved in the working group do not get paid directly; the 
schools receive money to pay for supply cover.

 A new amount of £2,400 for 2015-2016 was requested from the budget holder 
Cathy Starbuck, who has approved this.

 The use of the £900 will not affect any other plans; there will still be funds 
available to attend the NASACRE conference.

It was noted concerns were raised in regards to scrutiny of the work being 
undertaken, and the requirement for this work to be audited in order to ensure that 
we are getting value for our money. 
Cathy Starbuck as Budget Holder would scrutinize the budget but in regards to the 
work carried out, it was suggested that an employee of Children’s Services be 
nominated to take on this role.

Alex Klein queried how much input would this meeting have with the new syllabus.
Steve Illingworth explained that the proposals would be brought to this meeting for 
reviewing and changes could be requested, a sub-committee could also be set up; it 
could be the whole group or a select few, they could then contribute to the syllabus 
in a direct way. 
It was agreed that of the three working party meetings, selected members of SACRE 
would attend the second and third meeting.

It was noted concerns were raised in regards to the knowledge of religion of the 
teachers involved. Ensuring that we hand pick the right teachers who are 
knowledgeable in all areas of Religious Education is a priority.

Concerns were also raised in regards to the way of teaching of Religious Education, 
the content of the current syllabus is relatively uncontroversial but, the way of 
teaching needs radically updating and the style of teaching needs updating. 

Reverend Kim Wasey on behalf all the members thanked Steve Illingworth and 
Councillor Brendan Ryan for all their hard work on this.

RESOLVED: THAT (1) Councillor Brendan Ryan to speak with Cathy Starbuck re: 
Quality Assurance.
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RESOLVED: THAT (2) Steve Illingworth to invite members to the second and third 
working party meeting.

6. REVIEW OF HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL EVENTS

Steve Illingworth reported that the Holocaust Memorial Commemoration that took 
place on Wednesday 28th January at The Albion Academy was well attended and 
very powerful and moving.

Alex Klein reported that it was a good evening, the video; that was of Roma children 
who attend Ellesmere Park High School, was very impressive.
The music was beautifully done, the school were very hospitable, a lot of effort had 
clearly been put into this event and the children were a credit to their school. 

Members agreed a thank you letter should be sent to The Albion High School, 
Ellesmere Park and event organizer Gemma Pagett.

RESOLVED: THAT a thank you letter be sent to The Albion High School, Ellesmere 
Park and Gemma Pagett.    
           

7. FUNDING AGREEMENT FOR TRIP TO AUSCHWITZ

Steve Illingworth reported that at the last meeting the school were asked to provide a 
letter containing detailed information in relation to what the funding would be spent 
on, after this meeting he met with the History teacher who did write something briefly 
down but later the school were unable to provide the input to the Holocaust Memorial 
event as requested, and they have not been in contact since asking for funding.

All members agreed to leave it at that and if any school make contact again asking 
for funding, it will be dealt with it at that time.

RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted. 

8. NASACRE CONFERENCE 

The next NASACRE Conference is being held Thursday 21st May 2015, 11-4.30pm 
at The Council House, Birmingham. The cost is £90 per delegate (SACRE member).

All members agreed that Alexi Klein would attend the conference and represent this 
meeting.

RESOLVED: THAT (1) the information be noted.
RESOLVED: THAT (2) Elizabeth Jones liaise with Alex Klein in regards to travel 
arrangements. 
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9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Alex Klein raised an issue in regards to NASACRE Website access; he asked if we 
have a group membership.
Steve Illingworth responded that this group does have membership and the details 
will be sent out to everyone.

RESOLVED: THAT Elizabeth Jones will send out NASACRE log in details to all 
members.

10. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED: THAT the next meeting of SACRE will be scheduled on a date early in 
June 2015 and members notified accordingly.   


